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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the Town of Peterborough, in the County of Hillsborough, in
said State qualified to vote in Town Affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town House in said Town on Tuesday, the
fourteenth day of March next, at eight of the clock in the forenoon (Polls close at
6:00 p.m.), to ballot for Town Officers and other questions required by law to be
decided by ballot. Pursuant to the authority of RSA 39:2-a and the vote of the Town
on March 10, 1970, all business other than ballot questions will be recessed until
7:00 P.M. Tuesday, March 21, 1978, at Peterborough Elementary School, to act
upon the following subjects
:
Article 1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing. (By
Ballot)
Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 76: 15a and
RSA 76:15b providing for the semi-annual collection of real estate taxes, effective
for the tax year commencing April 1, 1979. (By Ballot)
Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 72: 66 for a
property tax exemption on real property equipped with a Wind Powered Energy
System which exemption shall be in an amount of the appraised value of the
equipment. (By Ballot)
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 72: 43-B and
43-C for Expanded Exemptions on Real Estate which provides for a resident 65
years of age up to 75, a $5,000.00 exemption; a resident 75 years of age up to 80, a
$10,000.00 exemption; a resident 80 years of age or older, a $20,000.00 exemption.
Provided that the resident owns the real estate individually or jointly with another
or his spouse with whom he has been living for at least 5 years as man and wife;
said resident had a net income of less than $7,000.00 or combined income with
spouse of less than $9,000.00; and owns assets of any kind, tangible or intangible,
less bona fide encumbrances, not in excess of $50,000.00 (By Ballot By Petition
)
Article 5. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors and Committees or Officers
heretofore chosen, and to pass any vote relating thereto.
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to accept legacies and gifts to the Town in
Trust or otherwise by any individual or individuals, or take any other action
relating thereto.
Article 7. To raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be necessary for
Town Office, Town House, Legal Expense, Street Lighting, Water Charge, Patriot
Purposes, Vital Statistics, Local Planning, Town House Annex, Board of
Adjustment, Health, Conservation Commission, Highway Summer, Highway
Winter, Public Works Summary, Highway Garage, Police Department, Fire
Department, Ambulance, Library, District Court, Welfare Department,
Parks, Recreation Department, Sanitary Landfill, Civil Defense, and for any other
charge arising within the Town.
Article 8. To see what sum of money the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen and the Town Treasurer to borrow in anticipation of collection of taxes
for the current municipal year and to issue in the name and on the credit of the
Town negotiable notes therefore; said notes to be paid in the current municipal
year from taxes collected in the current municipal year and to raise and
appropriate a sum not to exceed Twenty-Two Thousand Dollars ($22,000.00) to
cover the interest on the notes, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three
Hundred Five Thousand One Hundred Five Dollars ($305,105.00) for the paying of
the Town debt and interest, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the withdrawl from the
Revenue Sharing Fund established under the provisions of the State and Local
Assistance Act of 1972 for use as set offs against budgeted appropriations for the










Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One
Thousand Four Hundred Sixty Dollars and Eighty Cents ($1,460.80) provided that
the State of New Hampshire appropriate Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-
Five Dollars and Eighty-Five Cents ($9,735.85) for construction or reconstruction
of Class IV and V highways, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to accept from the State of New
Hampshire approximately Forty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Seven
Dollars and Sixty-Eight Cents ($42,827.68) in Block Grant moneys restricted to
highway construction or reconstruction, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
Twenty Thousand Three Hundred Forty-One Dollars and Sixty-Four Cents
($20,341.64) to replace a 1972 International dump truck with plow and wing, or take
any other action relating thereto.
Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars ($5,425.00) to replace a 1973
International 3/4 ton pickup and plow, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two
Thousand One Hundred Eighteen Dollars and Fifty Cents ($2,118.50) to replace a
1973 1/2 ton pickup, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to replace deteriorated guard rails on various Town
bridges, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to relocate a water pipe presently running
under the library, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five
Thousand Eight Hundred Fifteen Dollars ($5,815.00) to modernize the electrical
wiring in the Town House, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two
Thousand Eight Hundred Fifteen Dollars ($2,815.00) to replace two hazardous
electrical boxes at the Town House, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($550.00) for repairs to the Town Clock, or take any other
action relating thereto.
Article 21. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to
convey to Peterborough Industrial Development Corporation and Brookstone
Company, Inc. whatever rights the Town may have under a certain Restrictive
Covenant and Easement from Peterborough Industrial Development Corporation
to the Town of Peterborough dated January 14, 1971, recorded in Volume 2112,
Page 408 of the Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds, or take any other action
relating thereto.
Article 22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) to paint the exterior of the windows in the Town
House, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 23. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four
Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) to replace the 1976 Police cruiser, or take any other
action relating thereto.
Article 24. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of Twenty-Seven
Thousand One Hundred Sixty Dollars ($27,160.00) to acquire a new ambulance for
the Fire Department, and pay for said ambulance as follows: raise the sum of
Eighteen Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Two Dollars and Thirty-Five Cents
($18,132.35), withdraw Seven Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Seven Dollars and
Sixty-Five Cents ($7,537.65) from the Ambulance Capital Reserve Account, and
accept One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) from donated ambulance
contributions, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 25. To see if the Town will vote to borrow a sum not to exceed Two
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) to be used by the Library Trustees for the
construction of an addition to the present library facilities, the details of such
borrowing and repayment to be delegated to the Board of Selectmen, or take any
other action relating thereto.
Article 26. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Library Trustees to
construct an addition to the present library facilities and hire the necessary
architects, engineers and contractors to complete said addition and to use funds
donated for library purposes to pay for that portion of the project not paid for by
the Town of Peterborough, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 27. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) to acquire and equip a transfer station
for solid waste disposal, or take any other action relating thereto. Equipment could
include, but not limited to, compactor, ram, bailer, three phase power and an
appropriate enclosure.
Article 28. To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
to contract for solid waste disposal and to authorize the Selectmen to negotiate
contracts for solid waste disposal, or take any other action relating thereto.
Article 29. To see if the Town will vote to transfer and use the sum of Four
Thousand Six Hundred Ninety-Five Dollars ($4,695.00) from the income of the
Albert W. Noone Fund for repainting Adams Pool and to purchase and install six
additional park benches, or take any other action relating thereto.
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Article 30. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eight
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00) for engineering and installation of a
water booster station and storage tank for Hunter Farm Road, or take any other
action relating thereto.
Article 31. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty-
Two Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-Five Dollars ($52,785.00) to construct a
granite curbing and asphalt sidewalk along with necessary drainage along the
southerly side of Union Street from Adams Playground to the Pearl Teixeira
residence in West Peterborough, or take any other action relating thereto. (By
Petition)
Article 32. To see if the Town will grant a fifty (50) foot wide right-of-way to the
Square and Compass Club Inc., Peterborough, New Hampshire; extending in a
Northwesterly direction, from the end of Evans Road, across Town property, to
the line of property presently owned by the Square and Compass Club Inc., for the
purpose of installing utilities and providing vehicular access to said property from
Evans Road; any costs involved to be borne by the Square and Compass Club Inc..
or take any other action relating thereto. ( By Petition
)
Article 33. To see if the Town will vote to grant to Monadncok Community
Education, the use of the upper hall of the Town House Annex for daytime use at
whatever rental fee may be determined by the Selectmen, or take any other action
relating thereto. (By Petition)
Article 34. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two
Thousand Four Hundred Fifty Dollars (S2.450.00) for electricity, heat, and
insurance for proposed additional use of the Town House Annex, or take any other
action relating thereto.
Article 35. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five
Thousand One Hundred Forty-Five Dollars (S5.145.00) for the Monadnock
Community Visiting Nurse Association. Inc.. or take any other action relating
thereto. (By Petition)
Article 36. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two
Thousand Sixty-Two Dollars ($2,062.00) for the Monadnock Family and Mental
Health Service, or take any other action relating thereto. I By Petition >
Article 37. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One
Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Five Dollars ($1,385.00) for the Monadncok
Region Association, or take any other action relating thereto. I By Petition
Article 38. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One
Thousand Two Hundred Dollars I SI. 200. 00 1 for the Monadncok Community Day
Care Center, or take any other action relating thereto. I By Petition I
Article 39. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to Administer or
dispose of any real estate acquired by the Town through Tax Collector's Deed, or
take any other action relating thereto.
Article 40. To transact any other business that may legally come before this
meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this Twenty-Seventh day of February, in the











REPORT OF THE RESULTS OF
TOWN MEETING 1977
Article 5. Reports of Agents, Auditors and Committees be approved as printed in
the Town Report. Motion passed.
Article 6. Acceptance of Legacies and gifts or otherwise. Motion passed.
Article 7. Total appropriation under this article was $741,041.50.
Article 8. Authorization to borrow in anticipation of taxes and interest
appropriation of $18,000. Motion passed.
Article 9. Borrow $314,540. for paying Town debt and interest. Motion passed.
Article 10. Authorize the withdrawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund for use as









Article 11. Establish a War Memorial Fund to be used at the discretion of the
Selectmen for the maintenance and repair of the memorial, and to transfer any
balances remaining in the Bi-centennial account and in the Peterborough
Anniversary Fund to said War Memorial Fund. Motion passed.
Article 12. $15,000 for restoration of the War Memorial and acquisition of a
placque honoring the Vietnam Veterans. Motion passed.
Article 13. Insulate the Town House and former Fire Station for $4,195. Motion
passed.
Article 14. Class IV and V Highways $1,464.31 . Motion passed.
Article 15. Accept from the State of New Hampshire $27,269.30 in Block Grant
moneys restricted to highway usage. Passed as amended. Accept $27,269.30 in
Block Grant moneys restricted to highway usage and not to be used to build a fence
around the Highway Department property. Amendment passed.
Article 16, 17, 18. Moved that these articles be passed over at this time and be
considered at a recessed Town Meeting on June 7, 1977. (Landfill and recycling)
Article 19. $4000 to replace a 1968 Tow Broom for the Public Works Dept. Motion
passed.
Article 20. Replace a utility truck and plow for the Public Works Dept. $9500.
Motion passed.
Article 21. Adopt the Animal Control Ordinance and to appoint a dog constable-
dog constable's fees to be paid from dog license fees. Motion passed.
Articles 22. $6500 to obtain an engineering study and specifications relating to
maintenance work that may be needed on walls and dams on Main Street and
Grove St. Motion passed.
Article 23. $4200 for replacement of police cruiser. Motion passed.
Article 24. Selectmen to appoint and work with a committee to examine the long
range needs of the Police Department. Passed as amended.
The town instruct the Selectmen, in their role as Police Commissioners, to
appoint a committee of five to work with them in a study of the long-range needs of
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the Police Dept., with the understanding that the committee make a report to a
recessed session of the Town Meeting to be held no later than September 13, 1977.
Amendment passed.
Article 25. $1,023.02 to replace a hand held transceiver for the Fire Dept. Motion
passed.
Article 26. $2000 from the income of Albert W. Noone Fund for renovations at the
former Fire Station. Motion lost.
Moved to refer to committee article 26; that the committee be composed of one
Selectmen, one Budget Committee member, one Recreation Committee member,
one Fire Department member, and a person from the general public ; also that any
occupancy of the former fire station be deferred until after said committee reports
its recommendations to the adjourned Town Meeting June 7, 1977. Amendment
passed.
Article 27. Transfer managerial jurisdiction of a certain parcel of land at Evans
Flats from the Public Works Dept. to the Recreation Dept. for future recreational
areas provided that the Department of Public Works retain the right to deposit
snow on the parcel. Motion passed.
Article 28. $1500 to complete the landscaping at Adams Playground.
Article 29. Recreation Committee to seek and accept 100% Federal and/or State
funding for reconstruction of the hockey facility at Adams Playground. Motion
lost.
Article 30. Library Trustees to acquire Franklin property on Concord St. for the
expansion of the Town Library and anonymous gift of $50,000 made to the Library
Trustees be used for said purchase. Motion passed.
Article 31. $12,000 to obtain architectural plans and specifications for the Library
expansion. Motion passed.
Article 32. Conservation Commission with concurrance of the Selectmen to
purchase Brous Dam and water rights on the Contoocook River in North
Peterborough. Passed as amended.
Conservation Commission with the concurrance of the Selectmen to acquire
Brous Dam, provided that professional engineering studies indicate that said dam
can be repaired and improved for a reasonable sum approved by both the
Conservation Commission and the Selectmen, and further, to authorize the
Conservation Commission, with similar concurrance, to utilize for such acquisition
and for dam improvement funds already voted by the Town for use by the
Conservation Commission, to accept gifts of cash, land or other valuables for use
in accepting and using such matching funds as may be available from Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation. The purpose of the above is to create from the resulting
flowed lands a scenic and recreational area for the use of the Town. Amendment
passed.
Article 33. $1,000 for use by the Conservation Commission to obtain professional
engineering studies and recommendations on Brous Dam. Motion passed.
Article 34. $1,500 to up date the street lighting system. Motion passed.
Article 35. Selectmen to apply for, accept and utilize any Federal Funds that
may become available, providing the Selectmen find it to be in the best interest of
the Town.
Article 36. Article passed over.
Article 37. Grant Lloyd C. Reynolds Inc. an easement across Adams playground
as required by the Planning Board for the purpose of installing a closed pipe
drainage system. Motion lost.
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Article 38. Accept and name Casalis Road as a town street subject to tinal
inspection of the Superintendent of Public Works. Motion passed.
Article 39. Close subject to gates and bars, that portion of Burke Road
commencing at the turn-around as shown on the recorded plans of Peterfield
Phase II, and running northerly to the Greenfield town line. Passed as amended.
Town close, subject to gates and bars, that part of Burke Road commencing
north of the driveway of Donald Ring, and running northerly to the Greenfield town
line. Passed.
Article 40. Convey a certain portion of Scott-Winn Rd. right-of-way to Michael
Sullivan for a sum to be determined by the Selectmen. Motion passed.
Article 41. Monadnock Visiting Nurse Association, Inc. $5616. Motion passed.
Article 42. Monadnock Family and Mental Health Services $2062. Motion passed.
Article 43. Monadnock Region Association $1,939. Motion passed.
Article 44. $1200 Monadnock Community Day Care Center. Motion passed.
Article 45. Monadnock Region Committee for the Arts $2000. Motion lost.
Article 46. Selectmen to administer or dispose of any real estate acquired by the
Town through Tax Collector's Deed. Motion passed.
Recessed Town Meeting June 7, 1977
Article 16, 17, 18. Moved that these articles be indefinately postponed. Motion
passed.
Article 24. Police Report to be heard June 29th. Motion passed.
Article 26. Annex Committee report on former Fire Station be accepted as
presented. Passed as amended.
Cub Scouts be allowed to use the Town House Annex for cub meetings. Passed.
Article 32. Report on North Peterborough Dam project.
Recessed Town Meeting
June 29, 1977
Article 24. Report of the committee to examine the long range needs of the Police
Dept. be accepted. Passed as amended.
Selectmen be instructed to implement the report as expediciously as possible.
Amendment passed.
Article 47. Moderator appoint 3 citizens to serve with the Selectmen as a search
committee to interview and select a Chief of Police for the Town. Motion passed.
Special Town Meeting
June 29, 1977
Article l. $150,000 for acquisition of an incinerator and the construction and
equipping of a building to enable the town to separate and incinerate solid waste
material. Motion passed.
Article 2. Town enact ordinance requiring solid waste separation at the Town
dump. Motion passed.
Article 3. Article passed over.
Article 4. Article passed over.




Article l. Repeal the ordinance relating to mandatory recycling adopted at
Special Town Meeting held June 29, 1977. Motion passed.
Article 2. Purchase of an incinerator for solid waste disposal-voted that meeting




Voting on question of the incinerator-the incinerator vote has been rescinded.
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REPORT OF BOARD OF SELECTMEN
This has been a year of turmoil and stress, but also a year of accomplishment.
The Town has been shaken by several incidents yet it remains stable, respected,
and solvent.
On the positive side we point with satisfaction to the new and expanded in-
dustries which have chosen to make Peterborough their home. Eastern Mountain
Sports, Brookstone, New England Business Service, Arthur W. Whitcomb, Harris
Construction, Valley Concrete, Wilder Motors, Derby's, Inc., Peterborough Agway
all have confirmed their faith in the integrity of Peterborough by investing large
sums in building and expansion programs.
Also on a positive note was the acquisition by the Town of the so-called Brous
Dam in North Peterborough. Its subsequent repair added beauty to the passing
scene and stability to our North Well water source.
The Town has for the first time adopted a meaningful Building Code and an
Animal Control Ordinance, which, while in need of further thought and effort, is at
least a start in solving long-standing problems.
Again from a positive position, the Town has presented a stable tax rate while
not sacrificing service to the taxpayer. In fact, a modest tax reduction, which in
the face of an inflationary economy must be considered a minor miracle.
That controversey arose is apparent to all. Problems within the Police Depart-
ment rocked the Town and caused much soul searching among the residents, but,
as usual, common sense and restraint prevailed and the issues were resolved
quietly and firmly without any noticeable rent in the fabric of the Town's
cohesiveness.
A new High Service Water System, to serve those residents in high elevations,
was at last brought to fruition and serves today as a useful and needed source of
good quality water to those who for years were provided poor quality water.
Remaining to be resolved is the continuing problem of how the Town is to dispose
of its solid waste. Solutions are complex, expensive and limited. Much time and
effort has been expended by concerned citizens culminating in a new proposal to be
presented at the upcoming Town Meeting.
The retirement of our Chief of Police, Arthur Jackson, along with Fire Chief
Merton Dyer and Deputy Chief Joseph Russell, and Librarian, Kay Taylor, found
the Town seeking replacements to fill the positions so ably held for so many years
by these dedicated public servants.
The Town has seen turmoil and accomplishment and, by the Grace of God, will
continue to be a very special place to live, move and have our being. Many from far
places have chosen to make their home among us because they have sensed and
recognized the inherent honesty and decency of the people who make up Our Town.





REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
RELATIVE TO ADMINISTRATION OF
Town Office Town House




The following is a brief report of the departments that I have administered for
the past year.
Town Office
This year can be best described as one of "hurry up and wait"; as usual the
office staff, Mrs. Turner, Miss Baldwin and Miss Atkinson completed their tasks
on schedule. We had our meeting with the tax commission early in September and
then the waiting began.
The county budget was finally accepted and tax rates were set. The tax bills
were sent two months later than usual due to the delay on the county level. This
cost the taxpayers better than two thousand dollars in extra interest payments on
borrowings.
Town House
A major but not expensive improvement was made to the Town House in the past
year when ice stops were installed on the roof.
In the past, snow and ice would slide off the roof covering the sidewalk and
breaking windows in the Town House. Fortunately no one was ever injured but the
potential was always there.
Highway Department
The five year program for rebuilding Old Street Road was completed on
schedule this year with the topping of the final section between Glen Drive and
Sand Hill Road.
Two thousand feet of drainage and basins were installed on Sand Hill Road
between Blueberry Lane and Houlders as a pre-requisite for a hot top leveling
course and surface scheduled for 1978.
The usual one third of the streets were sealcoated.
The continuing problem of how to get the sand off the roads after its usefulness is
past, took a step towards being solved when the Selectmen requested that moneys
be budgeted for a rental sweeper in 1978.
Hot top overlays were installed on Hunter Farm Road and on Cheney Avenue.
Also on Cheney Avenue was an unscheduled emergency repair to hold up the
retaining wall between Fernalds and Zimmermans. Several tons of material were
hauled in to bolster the wall.
Another unscheduled project was to replace a narrow box culvert on Four Winds
Road with a five foot pipe arch. The area over the pipe was widened to match the
rest of the road.
Still another unscheduled project was the re-alignment of the intersection of
Morrison Road and Old Sharon Road.
During the summer the Town crews were called upon to rebuild the Brous Dam
at North Peterborough. Part of the deteriorating dam had washed away in the
Spring freshet and the low water was affecting the capacity of the Town Well.
Three weeks and $17,000.00 later water was flowing over the dam much to the
glee of the many "sidewalk superintendents" that took their post daily to peruse
the progress.
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The snow removal effort of the Town was featured during the past winter by
Channel 4 TV from Boston during the aftermath of a northeaster that crippled
Boston. The pictures showed Peterborough streets bare and snow banks removed
the morning after the storm. It was a much appreciated advertizement.
Water Department
The high water system was converted from pond water to well water early in
January only 10 months after the Water Commissioners gave their approval to the
project. For once in a lifetime the entire project went on line with no "bugs" and
the users on the new system began receiving clean water.
The ancient chlorinator at Cunningham Pond has been replaced with modern
equipment and the new system will be used for emergency water supply.
Our engineers, Whitman and Howard, Inc. have delivered the new system study
report. This report shows how the system is working and outlines the work to be
done for the next ten years to modernize the department.
A test well program was started to locate possible well sites for future
development. The purpose of the program is to identify the sites and protect them
until such time as we require additional supply.
Two potential high yield sites were located and several more locations are to be
tested after the ground freezes making access possible.
Also currently in the works is a monitor and alarm system for the North Well.
This will tie the North Well to the balance of the system and to Mutual Aid
providing 24 hour surveillance.
The department added 14 new customers during the year.
Sewer Department
A new 800 foot sewer main was installed along Wilton Road for 73 Magazine Inc.
under the Guaranteed Main Line Extension policy.
The department also added 3 new customers to the system.
Town Garage
After going some four months without a mechanic we were able finally to employ
a qualified man and he managed to get our equipment back into sound order in the
nick of time for the first storm.
We continue to provide service to all Town Departments and operate our own
fleet inspection station.
Solid Waste
The only positive note was that new recycling bins were constructed at the site
during the year.
The Town continues to be in violation of State directives. Several special Town
Meetings were held, however, the results did not change the present operation.
Trees & Forests
Fifty-three dead trees were removed from Town streets this year and most of the
wood was carted away by energy conscious citizens for use in their woodstoves.
Parks
Ted Brayton did his usual fine job in Putnam Park as did Bud Grant in Teixeira
Park. Both parks were well maintained despite the numerous rainy days.
Putnam Park will have its shrubbery professionally maintained next season and
both parks will be treated with lime and fertilizer.
Cemetery
A new section of single and double graves was laid out in Lower Pine Hill. Access
roads will be constructed in the Spring and the area will be seeded.
Maintenance was contracted to Bud Grant again this year and he also did an
excellent job despite the weather.
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Town crews handled 41 burials during the year.
Engineering
Engineering projects were few this year as only one short sewer main was
designed.
Tax maps were updated by the department again this year and are available to
the public by individual sheet or entire package at cost.
Building Inspection
In April of this year, Mr. Harrison Kendall was employed as Building Inspector
to coincide with the enactment of the building code. He will incorporate my report
with his for the total valuations.
In conclusion I wish to express my appreciation to the Selectmen, my office
staff, my foremen; Tom Weeks, Howard Parker, and Joe Hanson, The Public
Works crewmen, fellow department heads and to you, our valued citizens for the
understanding and support throughout the year.
Respectfully submitted,
JohnN. Isham
Superintendent of Public Works
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH
Approp.
Actual Ensuing
Approp. Expend. Fiscal Yr.
Previous Previous 1977
Purpose of Appropriation Fiscal Yr. Fiscal Yr. (1978-79)
General Government:
Town Officers' Expenses 57,876.00 59,753.28 63,125.00
Municipal & District Court Expenses 22,775.00 26,073.37 27,077.00
Town Hall & Other Town Buildings 22,558.00 23,965.59 19,895.00
Protection of Persons & Property
Police Department 102,546.00 110,451.62 169,796.00
Fire Department 38,928.00 38,636.43 41,875.00
Care of trees 4,000.00 4,462.30 5,000.00
Sidewalks 2,200.00 366.00 2,000.00
Planning & Zoning 750.00 506.07 750.00
Damages & Legal Expense 3,200.00 4,828.06 3,500.00
Civil Defense 2,583.50 2,693.61 2,570.00
Health Dept. & Welfare 20,975.00 14,893.78 17,275.00
Vital Statistics 500.00 484.46 500.00
Ambulance 10,110.00 9,175.69 12,213.00
Town Dump & Garbage Removal 34,961.00 34,426.35 30,157.00
Highways & Bridges:
Town Maintenance —Summer & Winter 167,181.00 163,428.22 178,758.00
Street Lighting 23,600.00 23,972.21 25,186.00
General Expenses of Highway Dept. 67,092.00 65,653.48 76,464.00
Town Road Aid 1,464.31 1,464.31 1,460.00
Bridges & Culverts 4,500.00 7,337.05 4,500.00
Surface Treatment 53,200.00 48,460.64 47,960.00
Conservation Commission 700.00 75.96 1,000.00
Town Water Charges 10,000.00 10,000.00 20,000.00
Library 41,950.00 41,950.00 44,854.00
Patriotic Purposes
(Memorial Day, Etc.) 1,000.00 1,000.00
Recreation 51,947.00 53,926.41 65,346.00
Parks 1,350.00 718.96 2,000.00
Debt Service
:
Principal & Long Term Notes
& Bonds 185,000.00 185,000.00 185,000.00
Interest—Long Term Notes
& Bonds 129,540.00 129,540.00 120,105.00
Interest on Temporary Loans 18,000.00 18,000.00 22,000.00
Special Appropriations :
War Memorial Restoration 15,000.00 10,300.00
Insulate Town House & Annex 4,195.00 4,195.00
Engineering Study—Brous Dam 1,000.00 661.88
Police Cruiser 4,200.00 3,333.55 4,000.00
Transceiver 1,023.02 1,023.02
Visiting Nurses Association 5,616.00 5,616.00 5,145.00
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH
Approp.
Actual Ensuing
Approp. Expend. Fiscal Yr.
Previous Previous 1977
Fiscal Yr. Fiscal Yr. (1978-79)
Family Mental Health Center 2,062.00 2,062.00 2,062.00
Monadnock Daycare Center 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,200.00
Repair Brous Dam 17,698.00 17,698.00
Wall & Dam Maintenance
Grove & Main 6,500.00 1,665.00
Tow Broom 4,000.00 3,500.00
Truck & Snow Plow 9,500.00 9,328.00 20,341.64
Library Expansion 12,000.00 12,000.00
Landscaping Adams Playground 1,500.00 1,500.00
Monadnock Regional Association 1,939.00 1,939.00 1,385.00
Pickup Truck & Plow 5,425.00
Pickup Truck 2,118.00
Guard Rails 5,000.00
Relocate Water Main 20,000.00
Modernize Town House Electricity 5,815.00
Repair Town Clock 550.00
Exterior Paint on Town House 1,000.00
Ambulance 18,132.35
Transfer Station 25,000.00
Booster Pump—Hunter Farm 8,500.00
Sidewalk — W. Peterborough 52,785.00
Annex—Utilities & Insurance 2,450.00
Total Appropriations $1,167,909.83$!, 156,275. 30$1,322,276.29
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH
Sources of Revenue
From State:
Interest & Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Meals & Rooms Tax
State Aid—Water Pollution Projects
Highway Subsidy (CI. IV & V)
Reimbursement Forest Conservation Aid
Reimbursement A/C Flood Control Land






Business Licenses, Permits &
Filing Fees
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Interest on Taxes & Deposits
Income from Trust Funds
Fines & Forfeits—Municipal &
District Court
National Bank Stock Taxes
Resident Taxes Retained
Normal Yield Taxes Assessed
Rent of Town Property
Income from Depts.—Ambulance
Local Revenue
In Lieu of Taxes
Bond & Note Issues (Contra)
Surplus from Federal Sources:
Revenue Sharing & Anti-recession funds
Federal Land Entitlements
Total Revenues from all sources
Except Property Taxes
*Amount to be Raised by Property Taxes
Total Revenues
Total estimated "Revenues from all sources except Property Taxes" deducted




Revenue Revenue Fiscal Yr.
Previous Previous 1978

































































































































Total Appropriation 19,758.00 20,411.59 18,895.00
MISCELLANEOUS
Budget Act. Expended Requested
Account 1977 1977 1978
Legal 3,200.00 4,828.06 3,500.00
Street Lighting 23,600.00 23,972.21 25,186.00
Water Charges 10,000.00 10,000.00 20,000.00
Patriotic Purposes 1,000.00 — 1,000.00
Vital Statistics 500.00 484.46 500.00
Local Planning 750.00 1,006.07 750.00
Board of Adjustment 400.00 350.25 500.00
Town House Annex 2,800.00 3,554.00 1,000.00

























Salary 48,360.00 38,338.09 49,586.00
Benefits 7,160.00 5,782.21 8,000.00
Maintenance 500.00 195.93
—
Rental 5,000.00 8,765.29 8,080.00







Revenue Sharing: 9,319.00 5,574.00
Total Appropriation : 70,620.00 69,885.52 74,092.00
Account
HIGHWAY WINTER
Budget Act. Expended Requested
1977 1977 1978
Salary 46,500.00 40,869.09 44,730.00
Benefits 5,675.00 6,478.08 6,792.00
Maintenance 2,400.00 2,118.77 2,400.00
Rental 12,000.00 10,304.50 15,000.00
Communication — 40.11 —






Revenue Sharing: 12,670.00 6,939.00











































Salary 12,955.00 11,285.38 15,810.00
Benefits 2,157.00 1,782.39 2,564.00
Maintenance 13,450.00 14,431.27 14,450.00
Rental — 143.30 —
Utilities 20,500.00 23,819.94 22,140.00
Communication 1,000.00 1,371.36 1,300.00





















Salary 78,484.00 77,126.90 121,581.00
Benefits 7,886.00 8,943.22 16,917.00
Maintenance 3,500.00 3,090.79 5,500.00
Rental — 76.08 —
Utilities 5,000.00 4,547.46 11,000.00
Communication 2,700.00 3,264.20 4,200.00
Supplies 1,850.00 5,954.81 3,736.00







Revenue Sharing: 14,461.84 11,952.00









j Salary 15,000.00 14,905.88 17,900.00
1 Benefits 878.00 1,251.66 1,100.00
1 Maintenance 9,000.00 14,051.18 8,875.00







































Salary 4,720.00 4,465.00 6,000.00
Benefits 278.00 362.88 363.00
Maintenance 914.00 1,466.99 2,350.00
Utilities 1,000.00 760.72 1,150.00
Communication — 33.24 —
Supplies 478.00 613.08 750.00




















Salary 38,500.00 39,162.07 38,500.00
Benefits 4,550.00 6,147.00 5,934.00
Maintenance 1,500.00 795.17 1,550.00
Rental 400.00 469.32 400.00
Utilities 3,930.00 3,652.80 4,420.00
Communication 1,350.00 1,639.39 1,500.00
Supplies 2,625.00 2,545.87 2,725.00
Books 11,000.00 10,795.38 11,400.00





Revenue Sharing: 5,515.00 3,144.00













Salary 15,500.00 15,696.24 21,000.00
Benefits 1,275.00 1,618.17 2,677.00
Communication 500.00 364.94 400.00
Supplies and
Prof. Services 5,000.00 2,137.70 2,500.00










Budget Act. Expended Requested
Account 1977 1977 1978
Salaries 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,500.00
Benefits 75.00 169.75 125.00
Postage — 15.00 —
Aid to Veterans 1,500.00 980.39 1,000.00
Prof. Services 900.00 427.72 900.00
Board and Room
Adults 500.00 1,029.87 1,000.00
Board and Room
Under 18 5,000.00 1,940.50 2,500.00
Direct Relief 3,500.00 4,280.82 3,750.00
Supp. Assist to
State Aid 500.00 327.79 500.00
O.A.A. 1,500.00 787.93 1,000.00
















Salary — 24.00 —
Benefits — 1.40 —
Maintenance 200.00 155.00 895.00
Utilities 50.00 — —
















Salary 32,482.00 31,000.64 39,846.00
Benefits 4,492.00 4,554.33 5,611.00
Maintenance 3,100.00 3,633.25 4,030.00
Rental 200.00 200.00 400.00
Utilities 4,406.00 4,084.18 5,077.00
Communication 1,012.00 1,032.42 1,198.00
Supplies 5,105.00 5,105.00 6,684.00


















Salary 29,036.00 25,371.53 20,842.00
Benefits 5,410.00 3,771.64 4,765.00
Maintenance 1,800.00 4,288.03 500.00
Rental 880.00 1,080.00 800.00
Utilities 2,435.00 1,977.09 2,000.00
Communication — 196.00 —
Supplies 50.00 301.13 50.00






Revenue Sharing: 5,500.00 12,225.31 2,115.00









Salary 955.00 296.95 827.00
Benefits — 5.80 —
Maintenance 270.00 246.34 230.00
Utilities 828.00 36.16 684.00
Communication 456.00 919.96 504.00







Total Appropriation: 2,583.50 2,603.70 2,570.00
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STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS
AND TAXES ASSESSED FOR 1977
Town officers' salaries & expenses $57,876.00
District Court 22,775.00
Town Hall & Other building expenses 19,758.00
Town House Annex 2,800.00















Mental Health Agency 2,062.00
Hansen' Day Care Center 1,200.00
Vital Statistics 500.00
Sanitary Landfill 34,961.00
Town road aid 1,464.00
Town Maintenance
:





Wall & Dam maintenance:
Repair Brous Dam 17,698.00









Sewer Dept. maintenance 50,294.00
Water Dept. hydrant rental 10,000.00
Water Dept . maintenance 142,000.00
Damages and Legal expenses 3,200.00
Regional Association 1,939.00
Debt. Service:
Principal long term bonds 185,000.00
Interest long term bonds 129,540.00
27
Interest on temporary loans 18,000.00
Capital Outlay:
Tow Broom 4,000.00
Truck & snowplow 9,500.00
Total Town appropriations $1,383,679.00
Sources of Revenue
Resident taxes 25,490.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 2,000.00
Yield Taxes 3,644.00
Interest on delinquent taxes 3,000.00
Resident tax penalties 300.00
Meals and rooms tax 27,704.00
Interest and dividends tax 201,567.00
Savings Bank tax 17,494.00
Highway Subsidy 27,269.00
Railroad tax 350.00
State aid water pollution projects 149,351.00
State aid flood control land 1,400.00
Reimb. State-Federal forest land 243.00
Reimb. Road toll refund 2,800.00
Reimb. Old Age Assistance 200.00
In lieu of tax payment PL 34 585 2,122.00
Dog licenses 1,400.00
Business licenses, permits and filing fees 300.00
District court 22,000.00
Rent of town property 200.00
Income from other towns - ambulance 4,831.00
Income from Sewer Dept. 50,294.00
Income from Water Dept. 142,000.00
Motor vehicle permits fees 88,000.00
Sewer hook on 12,675.00
Sewer prefinance 32,987.00
Permits and filing fees 1,000.00
Trust Fund income - Library 23,075.00
Revenue sharing funds 74,528.00
In lieu of taxes 75,278.00
Total Revenues and credits 993,502.00
Total town appropriations 1,383,679.00
Total revenues and credits 993,502.00
Net town appropriations 390,177.00
Net school appropriations 1,420,830.55
County Tax assessments 137,505.83
Total of Town, School and County 1,948,513.38
Deduct Business Profits Tax Reimb. 447,072.00
Add war service credits 22,200.00
Add overlay 12,451.32









Stella L. Summer, Tax Collector
Property Taxes and Bank Stock 996,021.52
Tax Sales 17,615.53




Interest Cost of Redeemed Taxes 343.72
Advertising Costs 258.85
Resident Taxes 23,070.00
Resident Taxes Penalties 340.00
Gloria L. Whitney, Clerk of Court:
District Court 30,526.09
Small Claims Court 412.88
$1,054,100.27









Expenditures, Selectmen's Orders (3,325,895.12)
Cash on Deposit in First National Bank










To the Board of Selectmen of the
Town of Peterborough
We have examined the financial statements (as indexed on the pre-
ceding page) of the Town of Peterborough as of December 31, 1977, and for
the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of the ac-
counting records and such other auditing procedures as we considered neces-
sary in the circumstances.
The Town has not maintained a record of its general fixed assets,
and accordingly a statement of general fixed assets, required by generally
accepted accounting principles, is not included in the financial report.
In our opinion, the aforementioned financial statements present
fairly the financial position of the various funds and departments of the
Town of Peterborough as of December 31, 1977, and the results of the finan-
cial transactions for the year then ended, in conformity with generally ac-
cepted accounting principles applicable to government entities applied on
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TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH
GENERAL FUND (NOTE 1)
BALANCE SHEET - DECEMBER 31, 1977
ASSETS
CASH:






DUE FROM OTHER ENTITIES:
District Court
Sewer
State of New Hampshire
Library
OTHER ASSETS:






















LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE
DUE TO OTHER ENTITIES:
School District
County
TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES PAYABLE
OTHER LIABILITIES:
Principal of deposits held in escrow:
Sewer prefinance escrow















STATEMENT OF UNAPPROPRIATED FUND BALANCE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1977
BALANCE, beginning of year
ADD:




Overexpended balance of appropriations
$ 40,202
5,644







GENERAL FUND (NOTE 1)
STATEMENT OF REVENUES











Building permits, filing fee
Dog licenses
FROM CLERK OF COURTS:
District and small claims courts
FROM STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE:
Business profits
Interest and dividends tax













Estimated Actual or (Less)

































$2,739,098 $2,779,300 $ 40,202
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GENERAL FUND (NOTE 1)
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES










































































































$2,344,790 $2,341,748 $ (3.042)
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GENERAL FUND (NOTE 1)
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1977
Special Appropriations:
Sewer bonds-principal and interest








Hunter Farm Road improvements
Engineering study Brous dam
Repair Brous dam
















Monadnock Family and Mental Health


















































tion 3,000 - -
_ 1,200 —
Service - 2,062 -








Total Receipts > Unexpended
Transfers Expenses Balance of 1977
and Appro- More Special Appro-
priations Expenses or (Less) Pbations
$ 314,540 $ 314,540 $ - $ _
18,000 18,000 - -
888 654 - 234
1,464 1,464 _ _
- 11,528 11,528 -
9,500 9,328 (172) -
4,500 4,000 (500) -
1,736 540 (1,196) -
881 543 (338) -
17,817 17,817 - -
6,500 1,665 (4,835) -
76 _ (76) -
5,759 4,893 - 866
1,023 1,023 - -
980 _ _ 980
1,006 1,006 - -
500 _ _ 500
750 - - 750
5,781 - - 5,781
5,418 300 - 5,118
3,000 - - 3,000
1,200 1,200 _ _
2,062 2,062 - -
5,616 5,616 - -
1,939 1,939 - -
7,528 - - 7,528
12,602 12,602 - -
2,471 2,471 - -





$2,797,522 $2,769,434 $ 1.369 $, 29.457
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT
DECEMBER 31, 1977
AMOUNT AVAILABLE AND TO BE PROVIDED FOR THE
PAYMENT OF GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT
Amount to be provided in future years
for payment of principal $2.355.000
GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT PAYABLE
Serial bonds payable (Note 3) $2.355.000
WATER DEPARTMENT (NOTE 1)







PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT, at cost (Note 1)
:
Land and roads
Wells and pumping stations
Purification plant
Storage tanks and distribution mains























Current portion of long-term debt
LONG-TERM DEBT, less current portion shown above (Note 4)
EQUITY:
Municipal investment










WATER DEPARTMENT (NOTE 1)
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND RETAINED EARNINGS




















RETAINED EARNINGS, beginning of year 636,990


















WATER DEPARTMENT (NOTE 1)
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FINANCIAL POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1977
WORKING CAPITAL WAS PROVIDED BY:
Operations -
Net income
Depreciation not requiring the outlay of
working capital in the current period
Working capital provided from operations
Increase in contribution to aid in construction
Decrease in capital reserve fund







WORKING CAPITAL WAS USED FOR:
Additions to property, plant and equipment
Reduction of long-term debt




CHANGE IN WORKING CAPITAL IS COMPOSED OF:




(Increase) decrease in current liabilities -
Notes payable, bank
Due to general fund
Current portion of long-term debt









SEWER DEPARTMENT (NOTE 1)






PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT, at cost (Note 1)
Mains
















Due to general fund
Current portion of long-term debt
Total current liabilities
LONG-TERM DEBT, less current portion shown above (Note 5)
CAPITAL RESERVE FUND PRINCIPAL
EQUITY:
Municipal investment (Note 6)












SEWER DEPARTMENT (NOTE 1)
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND ACCUMULATED DEFICIT

















Share of bond repayment
Abatements and refunds
NET LOSS
ACCUMULATED DEFICIT, beginning of year
DEDUCT AMOUNT TRANSFERRED TO CAPITAL RESERVE FUND

























SEWER DEPARTMENT (NOTE 1)
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FINANCIAL POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1977
WORKING CAPITAL WAS PROVIDED BY:
Operations -
Net loss
Depreciation not requiring the outlay of
working capital in the current period
Working capital used in operations
Contribution to aid in construction
Proceeds from debt financing








WORKING CAPITAL WAS USED FOR:
Additions to mains
Additions to equipment
Reduction of long-term debt
Transfer to capital reserve fund







CHANGE IN WORKING CAPITAL IS COMPOSED OF:






(Increase) decrease in current liabilities
Due to general fund
Due to sewer construction account
Current portion of long-term debt







TOWN CEMETERY (NOTE 1)
BALANCE SHEET - DECEMBER 31, 1977
ASSETS








STATEMENT OF INCOME AND FUND BALANCE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1977
REVENUE:
Trustee of Trust Funds, Perpetual Care














EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES
FUND BALANCE, beginning of year


















TOWN LIBRARY (NOTE 1)
BALANCE SHEET - DECEMBER 31, 1977
ASSETS
C\SH IN SAVINGS ACCOUNT 100
LIABILITY AND FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT)





STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT)




Miscellaneous funds, gifts and interest
EXPENSES:
Salaries and wages








EXCESS OF EXPENSES OVER REVENUE
FUND BALANCE, beginning of year
























































































Common stocks (market $9,235)





















Common stocks (market $153,495











Cash, savings account $ 5.001
CAPITAL








Funds held pending Town acceptance $ 1,600
Fund balance:
Principal $ 54,154







Fund balance, unexpended income
RESERVE FUNDS
Fund balance:






STATEMENTS OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES








BALANCE, beginning of year $ 48,046 $ 27,168 $ 4,656
ADD:
Contributions
Deposited by Sewer Department
Perpetual care funds accepted
Interest on savings
Gain on security sales











Transfer to Water Department
Loss on security sales







BALANCE, end of year $ 48,046 $ 31,640 $ 7,402
UNEXPENDED INCOME
BALANCE, beginning of year
ADD:
Interest on savings
Investment income from securities
Transfer from principal
Other






















Common Common Common Library W. Noone Reserve
Trust D Trust E Trust F Trust Trust Funds
$ 37,207 $ 61,171 $ 50,300 $264,468 $ - $172,139
2,000 _ mm _ _ 4,749
- - - - - 1,780
- - 2 ,400 -
185 37 178 282 - 6,,178
331 992 1,,654 13 ,208 -
2,492 - -
5,008 1,029 4 ,232 13 ,490 - 12.,707
730
- - - 80,,000
- - 200 4 ,643 -
185 37
37













> 42.030 $ - ,116
$ 2,481 $ 168 $ 7,064 $ 6,677 $ 2,473 $_
180 75 475 677 128
2,782 3,956 3,700 21,635 2,400




























FEDERAL REVENUE SHARING FUND (NOTE 1)
BALANCE SHEET - DECEMBER 31, 1977
ASSETS




STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND FUND BALANCE











EXCESS OF EXPENSES OVER REVENUES
FUND BALANCE, beginning of year














NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 1977
1. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Department Reporting - The General Fund does not include the following






Depreciation Policy - Water and Sewer - The Town charges to expenses
annual amounts of depreciation which allocate the cost of the property,
plant and equipment over their estimated useful lives. The Town uses
the straight-line method for determining the annual charge for deprecia-
tion. The ranges of the estimated useful lives used are:
Years
Water:
Wells and pumping stations 10-33
Purification plant 5-50
Storage tanks and distribution mains 5-77





Treatment plant and pumping station 30
Equipment 3
2. APPROPRIATED FUND BALANCE - GENERAL
Appropriated fund balance at December 31, 1977 represented the unexpended
balance of special appropriations carried forward from 1977.
3. LONG-TERM DEBT - GENERAL
General long-term debt at December 31, 1977 represented the unpaid balance
of the 4.10% sewer construction bonds. The bonds are payable in annual in-
stallments of $185,000, plus interest, through 1980, and in annual install-
ments of $180,000, plus interest, from 1981 through 1990.
4. LONG-TERM DEBT - WATER
Notes payable to banks at December 31, 1977 consisted of:
4^% note for guaranteed main line extension, payable
in annual installments of $1,000, plus interest,
through 1981 $ 4,000
3*5% note, payable in annual installments of
$20,000, plus interest, through 1987 200,000
53
5 3/4% note for guaranteed main line extension,
payable in annual installments of $850, plus
interest, through 1989 3,246
hh% note for guaranteed main line extension,
payable in annual installments of $900, plus
interest, through 1992 13,500
5% note, payable in annual installments of
$17,500, plus interest, through 1997 350,000
570,746
Less current portion 40,250
$530,496
5. LONG-TERM DEBT - SEWER
Notes payable to banks at December 31, 1977, all for guaranteed main line
extensions, consisted of:
UhX note, payable in annual installments of
$800, plus interest, through 1992 $ 12,000
4*5% note, payable in annual installments of
$1,700, plus interest, through 1992 25,500
5.5% note, payable in annual installments of
$265, plus interest, through 1994 4,505
6% note, payable in annual installments of
$485, plus interest, through 1994 8,249
6% note, payable in annual installments of
$295, plus interest, through 1994 5,015
6% note, payable in annual installments of
$1,750, plus interest, through 1995 31,500
5.5% note, payable in annual installments of
$640, plus interest, through 1996 12,160
6% note, payable in annual installments of
$582, plus interest, through 1997 11,658
110,587
Less current portion 6,517
$104.070
6. SEWER CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT
In December 1977 the sewer construction account was closed. The account
had been inactive for two years. The $12,962 of assets and equity were





OUTSTANDING BONDS AND NOTES
December 31, 1977
1970 Sewer Construction Bonds 4.10 percent 20 years
1970 Original Amount $3,650,000.00
$185,000. to be paid 1971-1980 plus
interest, $180,000. to be paid 1981-
1990 plus interest
Balance Due 2,355,000.00
1972 Sewer Note 4 1 2 percent 20 years
Original Amount 34,000.00
PIDC Industrial Park Guaranteed Main Line
Ext. North Peterborough, $1,700. to be
paid off every year, plus interest
Balance Due 25,500.00
1972 Sewer Note 4 1 4 percent 20 years
Original Amount 16,000.00
South Peterborough Guaranteed Main
Line Extension, $800. to be paid
off every year, plus interest
Balance Due 12,000.00
1974 Sewer Note 6 percent 20 years
Original Amount 5,300.00
PIDC N. Peterborough Guaranteed Main
Line Ext., $265. to be paid off
every year, plus interest
Balance Due 4,505.00
1974 Sewer Note 6 percent 20 years
Original Amount 9.704.00
Fontaine Guaranteed Main Line Ext.
Elm St., $485. to be paid off every
year, plus interest
Balance Due 8,249.00
1974 Sewer Note 6 percent 20 years
Original Amount 5,900.00
Payson Guaranteed Main Line Ext.,
S. Peterborough, $295.00 to be paid off
every year, plus interest
Balance Due 5,015.00
1975 Sewer Note 6 percent 20 years
Original Amount 35,000.00
MacDowell Colony Guaranteed Main




1976 Sewer Note 5V2 percent 20 years
Original Amount 12 ,800.00
Hancock Homes, Inc. Guaranteed Main Line Est.
$640.00 to be paid off every year, plus
interest
Balance Due 12,160.00
1977 Sewer Note 6 percent 20 years
Original Amount 11,658.00
73 Magazine Inc. Guaranteed Main
Line Ext. $582.90 to be paid off
each year, plus interest.
Balance Due 11,658.00
WATER DEPARTMENT
OUTSTANDING BONDS AND NOTES
December 21, 1977
1966 Water Construction Bonds 3 1 2 percent
1966-1987 Original Amount $440,000.00
$20,000. to be paid off every year
plus interest
Balance due 200,000.00
1977 Water Construction Loan 5% 20 years.
Original Amount 350,000.00
So-called high system & water
storage tank
1969 Water Note 5.75 percent 20 years
Original Amount 17,000.00
Old Street Rd. Guaranteed Main
Line Est. Phase I, $850. to be paid
off every year, plus interest
Balance due 3,245.82
1971 Water Note 4% percent 10 years
197 1 Original Amount 10,000.00
South Peterborough Guaranteed Main
Line Extension, $1,000 to be paid
off every year, plus interest
Balance due 4,000.00
1972 Water Note 4 1 2 percent 20 years
Original Amount 18,000.00
PIDC Industrial Park Guaranteed Main
Line Ext., North Peterborough, $900. to











Paid Town Clerk $133.90
Paid State of New Hampshire 13.50
























Paid Chief of Police, Arthur G. Jackson
Respectfully Submitted,


































































































Interest on Delinquent Taxes 5,515.40
Penalties 167.00








Advertising Costs & Tax Sale Costs 252.85
Abated Property Taxes 23.60


















































































Est. William S. Seccombe
Total assessments for 1977




Taxed to Wrong Person




























House Trailers, Mobile Homes (11)
Boats & Launches (20)
























































































































































































































































































































































































































Moved Left No Address











































































Not a Res. 4/1/77
Over Age
Unknown
Moved Left no Address

















































































1 Uncollected Resident Tax at $10.00 each $10.00
Levy of 1972:
Brown Jr., Glen I.
Zanga, Nancy
2 Uncollected Resident Taxes at $10.00 each $20.00
Levy of 1973:


























































































































Allen Jr., Richard E.

















































































































Eneguess, Daniel F. Ill
Essler, Ray
Everard, Dean






























































































































































Miller Jr., Albert C.
Miller, Anita S.
Miller, Nancy




















































































































































































































484 Uncollected Resident Taxes at $10.00 each $4,840.00
74
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES
Prev.
1976 1975 1974 Yrs.
Babine Heirs $278.52
Lee C. Broadley 618.67
Goggin Realty Inc. 7,752.84 6,584.61 4,896.05
Claude S. & Eleanor Gulbranson 998.28
William Henderson 543.45 212.60
Thomas B.& Linda Keenan 375.04
Archie J. Lussier, Sr. 609.61
Archie J. Lussier, Jr. 2,572.22
David & Doris Magoon 723.76 363.85
Joseph Russell Sr. 19.83
Michael & Elsa Sullivan 1,266.74
Lawrence Rich 1 19 . 27















3 Uncollected head taxes at $5.00 each $15.00
I hereby certify that the above list showing the names and amounts due from
















Total uncollected Yield Taxes $391.82
TOTAL ABATEMENTS FOR ALL TAXES DURING
YEAR 1977 as of
12/31/77
Levy of 1973: Resident Taxes
Levy of 1974: Resident Taxes
Levy of 1975: Resident Taxes
Levy of 1976: Resident Taxes
Levy of 1976: Property Taxes
Levy of 1977 : Resident Taxes
Levy of 1977 : Property Taxes
Total Abatements for the Year
:
$4,823.83
TOTAL OUTSTANDING TAXES FOR THE YEAR
December 31, 1977
1970 Poll Taxes $4.00
1971 Resident Taxes 10.00
1972 Resident Taxes 20.00
1972 Yield Taxes 391.82
1973 Resident Taxes 70.00
1974 Resident Taxes 90.00
1975 Resident Taxes 270.00
1976 Resident Taxes 620.00
1977 Resident Taxes 4,840.00
1977 Property Taxes 660,813.37
1970 Head Taxes 15.00
Total Outstanding Taxes $667,180.19
I hereby certify that the above list showing the names and amounts due from
each delinquent taxpayer as of December 31, 1977, on accounts of the tax levies, is




SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED Dec. 31, 1977
-DR.-
Prev.
1976 1975 1974 Yrs.
(A) Balance of Unredeemed
taxes as of 1/1/77 $9,462.26 $6,000.56 $119.27
( b ) Taxes Sold to Town during
Current Fiscal Year $18,941.79
Interest Collected after sale 25.11 215.91 113.76
Redemption Costs 6.00 2.00




Redemptions $3,169.68 $2,301.20 $1,104.51
Interest & Costs After Sale 31.11 217.91 113.76
Cash on Hand-Due Treas. 3.15
Unredeemed Taxes as of 12/31/77 15,758.96 7,161.06 4,896.05 119.27
Total Credits: $18,972.90 $9,680.17 $6,114.32 $119.27
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LIBRARIANS REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1977
The most important event of the many exciting things that have happened in 1977
has been the development of the library expansion program made possible by the
Town's approval at 1976's town meeting. Media records show what has happened
during the last nine months. The Trustees, through much hard work and
dedication, have established a building fund that is substantial.
Ann Geisel, Assistant Librarian, was appointed by the Board to be the new
Director of the Town Library beginning January 1, 1978, the effective retirement
date of the present librarian. Ann's professional background and work experience
eminently qualify her for this important position.
Personal service to the community continues to be the major objective of the
Town Library. Seekers of specific information find the answers in our heavily used
Reference/Resource division. Special book trusts are used to develop and
strengthen this area, one of the best services we provide.
Continuing education for the staff is another facet of service. Scholarship
recipient Joan Butler, Children's Services, received her certificate upon com-
pletion of the Public Library Techniques course, University of New Hampshire, in
July. The excellent quality of her children's programs and consistently high
standards in book selection is a reflection of her conscientious and imaginative
planning. She met with Ann Geisel, school library/media personnel and the
librarian in December to explore ways of cooperation between public and school
libraries. Book selection and purchasing, coordinating programs and the
relationship between the town libraries and public schools in the Con-Val com-
munity were discussed. It should be stated at this time that the public library
serves the entire community. We encourage the teachers to expose the children in
their classes to a public library experience. The public library is one source for a
continuing education throughout adulthood. The Town Library's book selection
policy is toward a broader collection rather than curriculum-oriented as is the
school library's book selection and purchasing policies.
New staff members are Ellen Hardsog and Elizabeth Ann Graves. Ellen joined
the staff in September and has a Master's in Library Science from the University
of Rhode Island and Elizabeth is a graduate of Mt. Holyoke and a life-long resident
of the town.
Staff members attended many meetings and workshops of the District Advisory
Council, N.H. Library Association, N.H. Library Council, New England Library
Association Fall Conference; workshops and seminars on state department
documents and their use, service center operations and responsibilities, and right-
to-read programs. The librarian and her assistant attended hearings and spoke on
HB 129 and HB 76 in Concord, relative to the statewide library development
program.
The Adult Services program wa9 efficiently carried out by Mrs. Geisel to the
nursing home community. She spoke before several groups about the library
services that are available. The Summer Readers' party feature the Little Red
Wagon and "Big Bird" who awarded 77 certificates to the children who read over
1,300 books.
This year's annual report culminates over thirteen years of service to the
comunity as head librarian. It has been a satisfying and enriching experience
which has given me much pleasure and challenge. Mr. sincere thanks to the town
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for its fine support and enthusiastic acceptance of the varied library programs we
have presented; to the Library Board for its progressive policy decisions,







Books borrowed from N.H. State Library Bookmobile 1979
Books borrowed from N.H. State Library 329
Books loaned through Inter-library loan (ILL) 81




BOOKS Non-fiction Fiction Non-fiction Fiction Totals
Vols, on hand
12/31/76 27,859 6,811 3,527 3,771 41,968
1977-
purchased 451 170 135 123 879
gifts 228 67 24 14 333
Total 28,538 7,048 3,686 3,908 43,180
Withdrawn -678 -88 -22 -42 -830
Net total




Films : 8mm : 6 16mm : 1 Tapes : 8 Cassettes : 4
Microfilm reels 76
Periodicals received, including gifts 145






Other: films, 2; art, 73; puzzles, 53, cassettes, 54: 182





Other : films, art, puzzles, cassettes 234
Total juvenile circulation 14,713
Total Circulation for 1977 51,196
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SERVICES
Continuous exhibits in Eben Jones Wing, Children's Department
Story hours and film programs 74
Attendance 804
Class visits 106
The Services Check List, available at the Circulation Desk, details the many
services provided annually to the patrons of the Peterborough Town Library.
* * *
We cannot keep reliable records of attendance (persons who entered the library)
because of dual entrances. Circulation activity indicates the number of materials
that are charged across the desk ; in-library use of reference mateials and readers






My report for the year ending December 31st is as follows
:
Tenant - Landlord Complaints 5
International Passports stamped with official seal
of Town Health Officer. This includes approval
of those passports held by our neighbors in
adjoining Towns who do not have a seal
.
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Child care facilities inspected and approved 9
Cases of Hepatitis-A (Infectious) 2
Nursing Home Inspection 1
Liquor License approvals for non-profit organizations 2
I attended both Town Health Officers Round Table discussions, sponsored by the
Monadnock Region Association. Number one problem behind sewage and waste
disposal, appears to be the problem of housing for low income families, and their







TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SELECTMEN:





Offenses for which arrest were made
Offenses Against Chasity, Morality, Etc.
Intoxication 9
Disorderly Conduct 6








Forgery/Possession of forgeries 4
Offenses Not Included In The Foregoing
Possession/Transportation of Controlled Drugs 15
Juvenile Cases 47
DWI 52
Transportation of alcohol by a minor 2
Reckless Operation 4




Offenses Against Chasity, Morality, etc. 15
Offenses Against the Person 1
1
Offenses Against Property 24
Offenses Not Included in the Foregoing 127
Offenses for Which Summonses Were Served
Motor Vehicle Violations 1,054
Disposition of Cases
Fined 1,009
Continued for Sentence 35
Nol Prossed 32
Placed on File 26
Found Not Guilty 15
Dismissed 6
Sentenced 12











Vacant Homes Checked 703
Street Lights Reported Out 58
Emergency Messages Delivered 13
Defective Equipment Tags Issued 71
Parking Tags Issued 231
Police Cruisers
The Police Cruisers travelled approximately 165,000 miles.
Conclusion
I wish to take this opportunity to express my thanks to the Board of Selectmen,
Members of the Police Department, Members of the State Police, Judge Kenneth
Brighton, the ladies in the Town Offices, and the merchants and citizens of
Peterborough for the cooperation given me in the performance of my duties as





REPORT OF OVERSEER OF PUBLIC WELFARE
Although nine more requests for direct relief were received in 1977 than in 1976,
most were of a temporary nature; such as waiting for approval of applications for
participation in the Federal Food Stamp Program.
This departments budget requests for 1978 are less than 1977. Some disquieting
news has appeared recently in State papers. One item indicates that at the end of
two months into fiscal 1978, the N.H. Division of Welfare is facing a possible
$650,000.00 deficit at the end of June 30, 1979. Rising medical and nursing home
costs plus an increasing number of people needing help are taking more money
than the budget provides. In particular, costs are running ahead of projections in
the area of Old Age Assistance, and Aid to the Totally Disabled. In these two
categories the local communities reimburse the State at the rate of 50% of total
cost. Any adjustments from a State level will have to be compensated for at the
local level and this could adversely affect local budgets.
Four Hundred Ten Dollars and Ninety-Two Cents ($410.92) were received from
Common Trust Fund D, the John Q. Adams Fund, Almon T. Hovey Fund, Asgood
Fund, and Malinda Upton Fund. These funds were distributed in time for
Christmas. In addition One Hundred Five Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents ($105.25)




Overseer of Public Welfare
CIVIL DEFENSE REPORT— 1978
Our report for this past year is full of many interesting situations, least of which
was the lack of Flooding.
We did have a threat on 13-14 March. The Rivers reached a "bank full" condition
only . There was no problem.
Maintenance of our usual Defense responsibilities was maintained.
We did have a Bomb scare on 8 November located on N. Pack Monadnock
Mountain. This proved to be a de-activated "Dud" Bomb carelessly dropped from
a plane during a practice drill over this area.
As a result of a DCPA (Defense Civil Preparedness Agency ) order, we must now
increase our Radiological capacity as a deterrent against possible Nuclear Att-
tack. We have already received new Radiological equipment to augment training
for this. This is of most importance.
We replaced the fine services of Mrs. Alta Cheney with Mrs. Dorothea Greene as
secretary. Also we added three new members
:
Col. William Jackson Radiological Officer






REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 1977
1977 was an active year for the fire department, in many areas, over the previous
years. The fire fighting activity during 1977 showed an increase in man hours but
the dollar loss was held to a minimum. This is a result of people reporting the fires
at the earliest possible time and good fire safety habits at home and at work.
A breakdown of the fire calls is as follows
:
A. 13 building fires,
B. 16 chimney fires,
C. 15 outside fires,
D. 37 auto fires and assist at auto accidents.
E. 28 malfunctions of automatic alarms,
F. 2 false alarms,
G. 19 mutual aid calls.
A. Four of the structural fires caused some damage, the others were of minor
nature.
B. 16 chimney fires is an indication of the increased numbers of stoves and fire
places in use.
C. 15 outside fires were a decrease in this type of fire and was due in some degree
to the wet weather and the burning of brush after obtaining permits.
D. Auto fires and auto accidents accounted for the greatest number of calls. As
we also operate the ambulance, we respond with one engine and a rescue truck to
all auto accidents that the ambulance responds to in Peterborough.
E. 28 malfunctions of automatic alarms is an increase over 1976. In some cases,
it was improper adjustment of the equipment and in other cases, it was due to the
sensivity of the equipment. All causes of malfunctions are traced down and
changes made to reduce this type of call. Even with this increase, the fire
department is in favor of automatic alarms as a means to protect life and get an
early report of fire.
F. 19 mutual aid assistance calls were made to other towns in the immediate
area and seven times we received assistance from others.
G. 2 false alarms; these are the alarms we must eliminate completely in that
they are malicious in nature and can lead to serious fire problems.
The second major function of the fire department was the operation of the am-
bulance for Peterborough, Dublin, Hancock, Greenfield, Francestown, and
Sharon. The ambulance is manned by 15 Emergency Medical Technicians, who
are also fire fighters who have taken additional Emergency Medical Technicians
Training.


























The 1973 Cadillac Ambulance is now five years old and we hope to put that in
back-up status and purchase a second ambulance during 1978. With 489 calls, there
were a few occasions when two ambulances were required and by purchasing one
this year, we will be able to get more years out of our present one as a back-up
ambulance.
The fire department has other activities such as monthly drills, monthly
meetings, weekly checking of equipment, penny sales, fire prevention programs,
and other inspections, meetings, and activities during the course of the year.
The fire department is one of the busiest departments of the town requiring over
8,000 man hours of effort a year.
In closing, we wish to thank the police department, highway department,
department of civil defense, town house staff, Monadnock Community Hospital,
and other groups for the assistance they gave us in 1977. We look forward to the
same splendid cooperation in 1978.
But it is you, the citizens, we owe the most thanks for your support and your
interest in fire safety and prevention to reduce our fire losses.
Merton S. Dyer, Chief
Lawrence Bishop, 1st Deputy Chief
Joseph Russell, 2nd Deputy Chief
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FOREST FIRE WARDEN REPORT
Forest fire control in New Hampshire is a joint state and town/city responsibility
(RSA224).
The Director, Division of Forests and Lands (State Forester) appoints a forest
fire warden and several deputy forest fire wardens in each town/city upon the
recommendation of local authorities.
The local forest fire warden is responsible for forest fire prevention and sup-
pression acitivities in his town. He regulates the kindling of outside fires when the
ground is not covered with snow by the issuance of written permits only when
conditions are safe. He is responsible for suppression with the town/city and state
sharing the cost. Suppression costs in excess of Va of 1% of the assessed valuation
of the town are assumed by the state.
The state provides training for the local fire organization and helps coordinate
activities between towns/cities. The state also supports local forces with backup
personnel, equipment, and supplies for suppression and prevention.
This combination of state and local cooperation, started in 1893, works well, for
New Hampshire has enjoyed one of the smallest acreage losses due to forest fires
in the United States for the past 25 years.
















REPORT OF PLANNING BOARD
Since the 1977 Town Meeting, the Peterborough Planning Board has met on
sixteen different occasions, has held fifteen public hearings, approved fourteen
two-lot subdivisions, approved seven larger sub-divisions, made recommendations
to the Board of Adjustment on three special exceptions, approved seven Com-
mercial Site Plans and granted three discretionary easements. The Board also
disapproved, because of high-water table, the development of the Merzi Land on
the Old Bennington Road and the Rideout Land on the Greenfield Road. The
following subdivisions of more than two lots were approved by the Board
:
Richard Gysan,Carley Road (7 lots).
Keenan Construction Corporation, Old Street Road (Slots).
Edith Wilder, Route 202, North (3 lots)
.
Walter Sweeney, MacDowell Road ( 3 lots )
.
Donald Graves, Arundal Road (7 lots—revised downward from previous 9 lot
approval).
John Davis Estate, Cunningham Pond Road ( 6 lots )
.
Mary Ellen Russell Butterfield, Four Winds Road (6 lots—9 lots on Cornish
Road disapproved)
.
Elizabeth Yates McGreal, Shieling Home Place, Retirement Community on Old
Street Road ( 10 units)
.
Peterborough Industrial Development Corporation Retirement Community,
Route 202 North (54 units).
Major site plan approvals were the New England Business Service 43,000 square
foot expansion and the Brookstone Company's 72,000 square foot expansion, both at
the Industrial Park in North Peterborough. The Board also reviewed the
Monadnock Community Hospital's 10,000 square foot expansion plans.
The Board voted to reprint the Zoning, Subdivision, and other building or-
dinances Booklet. The proofs are now being prepared and is expected that the
Ordinances will be printed in loose-leaf form so that future changes will only
require updating of existing pages rather than an entire booklet.
Peterborough Industrial Development Corporation has requested that the
Planning Board consider one-half acre lots for single-family residential
development in certain areas of Town if serviced by Town Water and Town Sewer.
The Board presently has the matter under study.
The Peterborough Chamber of Commerce volunteered to conduct a census and
housing study of the entire town which will be extremely beneficial to the Planning
Board in its planning activities for the foreseeable future. The Board is most
grateful to the Chamber of Commerce in performing this service and is eagerly
looking forward to the statistical results of that effort.
Fire Chief Merton Dyer appeared before the Board to discuss the possibility of
the Town adopting the Life Safety Code (1976 Edition) as promulgated by the
National Fire Protection Association. The Board has recommended to Chief Dyer
that an Article be placed in the 1978 Town Warrant asking the Moderator to appoint
a committee to study this code and make recommendations for its adoption for the
1979 Town Meeting. The Board strongly recommends that the Town become an
official member of the "Building Officials and Code Administrators Inter-
national", which is the author of the "BOCA Basic Building Code". The Board feels
that such membership will be extremely worthwhile to the Building Inspector in
particular and the community as a whole.
The Planning Board is fully cognizant of the comments of many citizens of this
community that land and housing in Peterborough has become too expensive and
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that Peterborough is in danger of becoming a one-class Town. However, this is not
a local phenomenon, and much of the cause is due to factors beyond the control of
the Town. The Board also realizes that as long as the real estate tax is the prime
source of revenue for the community, rapid growth will be an expensive ex-
perience for the Town. As the recession of 1973-74 fades into history, the relentless
pressures of growth are again facing Peterborough and extensive study and
planning and perhaps revisions to existing zoning and subdivision regulations will
be necessary if the Town is going to adequately cope with these pressures. The
Board is recommending that the Town join the Southwestern New Hampshire
Regional Planning Commission, whose professional planning staff would then be
in a position to assist the Planning Board and the Town is coping with these growth
problems.
On May 22, 1967, Socrates Kereazis was appointed a member of the Peter-
borough Planning Board to succeed his late father-in-law, Martin J. Keenan. Mr.
Kereazis retired from the Board after its March 21, 1977 meeting. The following
resolution has been unanimously adopted by the Board:
WHEREAS, Socrates W. Kereazis served on the Peterborough Planning Board
from May, 1967 until his retirement in March of 1977 ; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Kereazis was a conscientious, devoted and constructive
member of the Board ; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Kereazis's service on the Board contributed substantially to
the betterment of our community through his intelligent, and impartial judgment
on the many matters he was called upon to consider
;
Therefore, the Peterborough Planning Board, on this 20th day of February,
1978, takes official recognition of the retirement of Mr. Kereazis and extends to
him its sincere thanks for his decade of dedicated efforts on behalf of the Town of
Peterborough.
Also, that this resolution shall be made a part of the official record of the





Paul C. Cummings, Jr.,
Vice-Chairman
Mary N. Emery





REPORT OF THE PETERBOROUGH
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Peterborough Board of Adjustment considered fifteen applications during
1977. Most of these were requests for either a special exception or a variance. A
special exception allows the use of property for a particular purpose stated in the
Zoning Ordinace if the Board determines that the use will not adversely affect
other neighboring properties and will be consistent with the overall character of
the respective zoning district. On the other hand, a request for a variance asks the
Board to permit something that is not provided for in the Zoning Ordinance at all,
and usually requires the applicant to show that some undue hardship will result
unless he receives the variance.
In the Family Zone, one variance application was granted, permitting a
swimming pool to be constructed closer to the side boundary line than the ordinary
setback requirement. Two variance applications were denied, one of which
requested permission to construct a sign larger than the permissible size, and the
second of which sought approval to consider two separate road frontages for a lot
in order to obtain the total required frontage.
Three applications concerned property in the General Residence Zone. The
Board granted the request of the Library Study Committee for a special exception
to allow the addition to the Library building. Also granted was an application to use
land in West Peterborough for storage and maintenance of heavy industrial
equipment, including erecting a building to house such equipment.
In the Commercial Zone, the Board denied an application for a variance of the
side line setback requirements to permit the erection of a display case.
The Board considered and granted two applications for special exceptions in the
Industrial Zone, one of which permitted the erection of a concrete plant, and the
other of which permitted the storage of petroleum, excavation of sand and gravel,
and production of concrete and asphalt, both subject to numerous protective
conditions.
Five applications were received and considered for property in the Rural Zone.
The Board granted a request for a variance in order to permit the subdivision of
land with one parcel retaining only a driveway to the State right of way. Also
permitted was an application for a special exception to build a clustered
residential development consisting of small apartment houses to be used as a
retirement community, and a request for a special exception to allow construction
of a club house on property owned by a local social organization. In addition, the
Board granted a request for a special exception to permit construction of a
building complex to be used for research, development and light manufacturing of
solar heating systems.
One application was considered as an appeal from the denial of a building permit
by the Peterborough Building Inspector, in accordance with the provisions of the
Building Code adopted by the 1977 Town Meeting. The Board upheld the decision of
the Building Inspector, denying a request to construct a new home on a slab
foundation, instead of on concrete footings otherwise required by the Code.
All in all, the Board continued its apparent trend of recent years to deny requests
for variances of use restrictions, except in extraordinary cases, but to grant
variances of setback, frontage and other such requirements where reasonably
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necessary and appropriate, and to permit uses by special exception subject to
conditions consistent with the spirit and intent of the Zoning Ordinance.
L. Phillips Runyon, Chairman




David A. Berg, Alternate
REPORT OF BUILDING INSPECTOR
I was appointed Building Inspector for the Town of Peterborough, June 1, 1977. It
has been very interesting and a pleasure to hold such a position.
I have met many new contractors and carpenters that have cooperated in every
way.
The Building Code, being new in Town is working very well.
I would like to thank all the contractors and home owners for their cooperation
and accepting me as a friend.
Building permits totaling $5,798,197.00 in valuation were issued in 1977.


































REPORT OF THE PETERBOROUGH
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The year 1977 began for the Conservation Commission with approval at Town
Meeting to purchase, with some of its reserve funds, the Brous Dam at North
Peterborough on the Contoocook River, and, with a special appropriation, to
conduct an engineering survey to determine how best to repair the break in the
dam, and at what reasonable cost. The New Hampshire Water Resources Board
had recently indicated their concurrance with this project, having rated the dam
as "non-menacing".
With negotiations for the engineering survey nearing completion late in March, a
sudden seven foot drop in water level at the North Well, long reliable for the
Town's water supply, coincident with a similar drop in the river flow, precipitated
immediate action by the DPW and the Selectmen to repair the dam with Town
resources. A return to normal Spring water level at the North Well marked the
successful completion of the dam's repair, to the DPW's credit, and the relief of
our Commission.
Meanwhile, the Commission completed its survey of necessary land taking for
perpetual care and maintenance of the dam and river flow, involving eventual
subdivision, all of which lead to the final preparation of the deed. More immediate
is the public interest now focused on the potential scenic site of the former north
abutment of the old stone bridge just below the dam. For years the view up river of
the flowed lands, with the water cascading over the dam in the foreground, has
been a favorite scenic aspect of Peterborough's environment. The Commission
hopes to preserve it.
For the future, maintenance of a constant water level from season to season will
be the Commission's principal concern. According to Corps of Engineers findings,
there is a clearly defined high water level which, across the intervening wetlands,
provides a protective eight foot gradient between the stated intermediate flood
level of the river opposite the lower end of Sand Hill Road, and the actual crest of
the dam. Between the Selectmen and the Commission it has been agreed that the
DPW will handle the actual operation of the dam in maintaining seasonal water
levels.
The Commission, when purchase of the dam has been consummated, will next
proceed to develop the recreational opportunities within the flowed land area
above the dam for picnicing, boating, swimming and other aquatic sports.
While people were involved with the last of winter's storms, word spread through
the Monadnock Region that Tenneco Atlantic Pipeline Company (TAPCO) con-
templated, over the next five years, construction of an "LNG" pipeline from New
Brunswick to New York State, across Maine and New Hampshire. The proposed
corridor would traverse arbitrarily the local communities of Francestown,
Greenfield, Peterborough, Dublin, Jaffrey and Fitzwilliam, as well as others to the
east and west of the Region. When a line of red marks appeared demonstrating
that the pipeline route would traverse, through Peterborough, a diagonal course
from northeast to southwest, it became obvious that, aside from extensive invasion
of private property, its most serious impact would arise from the possibility of the
36" pipeline choking off the water recharge area which supplies the Town's major
North Well.
91
Upon such overall threat, Peterborough's Conservation Commission joined with
similar groups from the other five Regional Towns to form COPE, an organization
to promote the adoption of an alternative route following the power line right of
way of the New Hampshire Public Service Company, from Rochester around the
Monadnock Region to Fitzwilliam. In due course COPE became an intervener
before the Federal Power Commission and engaged Robert Backus to present
their case. The joint use of the Public Service right of way has, inherently, both an
economic and a regional advantage.
After various disturbing experiences in the course of the Federal Power Com-
mission hearings, word came that TAPCO would agree to follow the Public Servie
right of way, although final authorization of the pipeline project has yet to be an-
nounced.
MacDowell Lake, north of the flood control dam at West Peterborough, has long
provided a remote wild life area, filled with notable wetland flora but frequented
by only few ardent hunters. Early this Spring, with the interest of creating a
waterfowl breeding area, the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department
proposed to construct a weir at the site of the old mill dam just north of Spring
Road, to form a pool out of the surrounding wetlands, in order to encourage greater
waterfowl nesting along its secluded shore line.
Such flooding would, unfortunately, submerge areas used for many years by
Sargent Camp for study of the native wild and wetland plants. Out of a conference
with both the Corps of Engineers and the Fish and Game Department a plan of
trails was approved, to be constructed and maintained by Sargent Camp and this
Commission. These trails would then open up the area for nature study groups. It is
expected that the Fish and Game Department will hereafter, by posting, protect
the area from hunting in season. The study groups originate both from the Camp
and from neighboring schools and outdoor associations.
Repeated vandalism in Putnam Park during recent months has necessitated
joint action between the Park Committee, our Commission and the PWD, to
provide for periodic removal of debris, relocation of tables and benches, removal
of the drinking fountain and a schedule of periodic patrol. Plans are also to be
worked out to improve the landscaping and to reprune trees and shrubs next
Spring.
The Commission has, this Autumn, undertaken to explore the forestry potentials
of its property on East Mountain Road and the possibility of opening up a trail
leading to the roadway on the shoulder of South Pack Monadnock.
The Commission is grateful to the Selectmen for placing under its jurisdiction a
sizeable tract of wetlands and hemlock swamp on the easterly side of Happy
Valley, as another step in the Town's program to conserve its natural water
resources.
Of future significance is the establishment, this early Autumn, of the Merrimack
River Watershed Council as a part of the New England River Basin Commission,
both being joint administrative authorities of Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
The Watershed Council has priority interests in the environmentally critical and
sensitive areas of the main river and its tributaries and, in turn, provides
assurance of maintaining local clean water goals. Already the watershed and
wetland concerns of Peterborough, with its surrounding communities, warrant
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additional cooperative relations such as this Watershed Council offers, and which
can become of marked value to your Commission and the Town over the years.
Respectfully submitted,
Peterborough Conservation Commission
Fairfield E. Raymond, Chairman






REPORT OF DOG CONSTABLE
The following is a brief summation of the activities of the dog constable since the
Animal Control Ordinance was enacted at Town Meeting.
Dogs confined overnight and claimed by owners 30
Stray dogs confined 10 days 15
Stray dogs given away 12
Stray dogs destroyed 3
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William J . O'Neill
Jonatuan R. Proctor
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Margaret S. Smith
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Sylvia I . Dion
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Steven C. Allen
Paul J. Hyatt
John i' m Hogan, Jr.
i.ris II. Stewart
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Edward . .Ferguson, Jr.
Raymond F. Lyons
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Clark A. Craig, Jr.
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Charl s R. Gee
Douglas W. Kidd
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Isaac K. Holt
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MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN THE m/N OF PETERBOROUGH, N.H.
FOR THE YSAF ENDING DEGSMB.U 31, 1977
DATE & PLACE
Jan. 1 Peterborough, N.H.
Jan. 16 Peterborough, N.H.
Mar. 12 Peterborough,N.H.
Mar. 17 Hooksett, N.H.
Apr. 11 Peterborough, N.H.
Apr. 16 Peterborough, N.H.
May 15 Peterborough, N.H.
May 28 Peterborough, N.H.
May 28 Fltzwllliam, N.H.
June 1; Peterborough, N.H.
June 8 Peterborough, N.H.
June 11 Peterborough, N.H.
June 11 Hancock, N.H.
June 18 Harrisville, N.H.
June 25 Peterborough, N.H.
July 9 Peterborough, N.H.
July 9 Rindge, N. H.
July 9 Peterborough, N.H.
July 31 Milford, Conn.
July 16 Dublin, N.H.
July 23 Peterborough, N.H.
July 30 Peterborough, N.H.
July 30 Gilford, N. H.

























Melinda M a Rapp



























Justice of the Peace
David D.VanStrien
minister
Francis I . Clark






















Justice of the Peace



















Justice of the Peace
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Aug. 6 Peterborough, N.H.
Aug. 6 Peterborough, N.H.
Aug. 10 Peterborough, N.H.
Aug. 27 Peterborough, N.H.
Aug. 27 Jaffrey, N. H.
Sept. 18 P -terborou h, N.H.
Cct. 1 Peterborough, N.K.
Get. 1 ret-rborough, N.H.
^ct. 9 Greenfield, II. H.
Oct. 15 Peterborough, N.n.
Oct. 28 Pe terborou -h, N.H.
Nov. 5 Peterboro .-'h, N. H.
Nov. 10 Windsor Locks, Conn.
Nov. 12 Peterborough, N.H.
Nov. 19 Pet irborough, N.H.
Nov. 19 Peterborough, N.H.
Nov. 23 r_ t ^rborough, N.H.
Dec. 20 Greenfield, N.H.

















Robert H. iarren, Jr.
Frances iv. Converse











Line a S. Arney
Bruce L. DeBonville
Sandra L. He'lstein































Justice of the Peace
Ruth Marcouillier
Justice of the Peace
Henry ... franklin




Justice of the Peace
Catharine B. Sage
Justice of the Peace
Catharine B. Sage
Justice of the Peace
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Date & Place




Jan. 6 Pet Thorough, N.H.
Jan. 2 Peterborough, N.H.
Jan. 2 Peterborough N.H.
Jan. 8 Peterborough, N.H.
Jan. 8 Pe terborough N.H.
Jan. 9 Pet. rboroughj N.H.
Jan. 23 Pet. rborot ghj , N.H.
Jan. 27 Peterborough) N.H.
Jan. 28 Peterborough) N.H.
Jan. 28 Deland, Fla.'
Jan. 29 Peterborough) N.H.
Feb. k Peterborough) N.H.
Feb. 10 Peterborough N.H.
Feb. 12 Peterborough N.H.
Feb. Ik Peterborough N.H.
Feb. 17 Peterborough) N.H.
Feb. 20 Beverly, ::as.3.
Feb. 20 Peterborough) N.H.
Feb. 2U Peterborough N.H.
Kar. 1 Peterborough , N.H.
Mar. h Pe terborough N.H.
Mar. 5 Peterborough N.H.
Mar. 5 Peterborough N . H
.
Mar. 10 Peterborough) N.H.
Mar. n Peterborough N.H.
Mar. 1U Peterborough) , N.H.
Mar. 17 Peterborough N.H.









Ma r . Peterborough , N.H.
Mar. 30 Hanover, N.H
Mar. 30 Peterborough ', N.H.
Apr. 2 Peterborough N.H.
Apr. 2 Nashua, N.H.
Apr. 1+ Keene, N.H.
Apr. 6 Peterborough N.H.
Apr. 7 Peterborough N.H.
Apr. 8 Peterborough , N.H.
Apr. 9 Peterborough , N.H.
Apr. 10 Peterborough N.H.
Apr. 10 Pet 3 rborough
j
N.H.
Apr. 13 Peterborough N.H.
Apr. 15 Peterborough N. .
Apr. 16 Hanover, N.H
May 8 Pe torboroi.gh ', n.ii.
Apr. 18 Peterbc rough N.H.
Apr. 20 Peterborough N.H.
Apr. 2k P terborough N.H.
Apr. 2U Peterboro ••gh, N.H.
Apr. 25 Pe terborough, N.H.
May 1 Peterborough, N.H.
May 3 Peterbc rough, N.H.
May 7 North Miami,
F
'la.
May 111 Peterborough, N.H.
Mai- 15 Peterborough, N.H.
May 20 Peterborough) N.H.
May 20 Peterborough, N.H.
May- 20 Peterborough, N.H.
May 23 Peterborou ;h, N.H
May 27 Stafford, Corm.
May 27 Peterborough, N.II.
Kay 26 Peterborough, N.H.
May 28 Peterborough, N.H.
May 28 Glens Falls, N.Y.
May 29 Peterborough, N.H.
June 1 Peterborough) N.H.
June 2 Peterborough, N.H.
June 8 Peterborough, N.H.
June 12 Peterborough, N.H.
DEATHS REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF PETIKBOR 0UGH















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































, N.H. Eva J.Smith
, N.H. Herbert T. Gray
, N.H. Robert N. Tapply
, N.H. Luella .;. Grauel
Arthur L. Charest
, N.H. Alice X^lland
, N.H. David L. Scanlon
, N.H. Rita C. Sawyer
N.H. Dorothy E. Harris
, N.H. ./alter S. Knight
, N.H. John R. Sloane
, N.H. Arthur E. David
, N.H. Ernestine E. Berube
, N.H. Clayton '..'. Spaulding
, N.H. George A. Colbum
, N.H. Ella . . Grass
, N.H. Elsie 3. MacArthur
, N.H. Lcrraine A. Peterson
, N.H. Mary 3. "arfield
, N.H. Waino I. "iskanen
, N.H. Lerida C. Taylor
Jva 3. Cagnon
\ :. . Donald L.^Gibbs
, N.H. Mitchell J. uellette
, N.H. yarion L. Baldwin
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